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Futures mundane is an oxymoron, because the future is by nature
nothing but mundane. Future is something calling for us to
reimagine today’s world in a radical way. Mundane is about

reminding us how all meaningful change is a journey, a systems
transition, that transforms completely the way things are done
today. And arriving in the future, it all feels mundane - like we
should have been doing all along.




Limits of traditional foresight

e Too abstract

e Boring (too distant from
everyday life)

e Expert-centric
e Low emotional engagement

e Weak sense of agency




The experiential gulf

Abstract Setting

Scenarios

Experiences

e

Objects
Concrete

Reference: Candy, S. & Dunagan J. 2016



Participatory futures
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Objects as glimpses of systems

“Synecdoche”
by Dunne & Raby
in Speculative Everything, 2013



Fictional experiences
influence real decision-making
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Positive futures
Widening participation
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Process

2 POSITIVE FUTURE HUONE

GAP FUTURE VOYAGE 2050

ANALYSIS (digital (physical

VISIONS simulation) installation)

Futures Prototyping



Gap analysis

Changes needed in institutional or

economic structures

The interdependencies between
societal development and technica
solutions

Citizens are seen as users of
solutions instead of societal
influencers driving the sustainabilit
transformation.
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Three future visions
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Dominant
System

Pioneers
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Networks

Stabilizers

Transition

Decomposition

Hospice work

Community
of practise
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Emergent
System

Inspired by Derk Loorbach et al (2007); Cassie Robinson (2019); Berkana Institute (2022)



S oy
15 min per day
100

political leaders,
NGO leaders,
business leaders

Future voyage

Nyt on vuosi 2050.

Tam& video on spekulatiivinen harjoitus,
joka on kehitetty yhdessd tulevaisuus-
ja kestdvyysasiantuntijoiden kanssa.

Videon tarina on tdysin kuvitteellinen,
mutta se pohjautuu jo nykyadn
havaittavissa oleviin kehityskulkuihin
ja keskusteluihin kestdvdastd eldmésta.
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Huone 2050 booklet

Rspm. 2050 R‘q&d@‘b\n{ Wadt
— —_—
10 Y
c !

|

W

O ne

I

—— welesme
%aui\\'w

FALAY
TRANSITION
>~ DESIGN

Sketch by Savannah Vize
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Physical
objects

Immersion
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Family home in 2050
- Who lives here?

All senses

Everyday

life
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Artefacts

Find out more about thy

t s
artefacts belonging to our future 2050 family
As you move around the room, feel free to pick up

and in h the labelled obje
please don't sit on the furniture.

o Wallet

Emma's wallet reflects the civic and
hi Apl

y card grants
and

future is still degp\',’huwmn full of
neighbours, errands, and care

@ True Cost Textile

A price tag reveals the hidden costs
behind our clothing. What if the price
included water, emissions, labour
and biodiversity impact? In 2050,

s make th

dowto a
Rituro Holinki Birdsong

chimes, poliinators and electric public

transport buzzes. Soundscapes are

sound and look like to you?

- though

@ cChild’s drawing

Our 6-year old Apila, has drawn their
home and all those who dwell there.
Their drawing reflects the
co-habitation of

communiti

often the first to see systems
interconn

Apros|
Learning Institute outlines
ge, cross-species, and
education. Ina

ged as a form of stewardship.

@ Stream of thoughts

We glimpse the interior monologue
cheduling a repair swap, listening to

he rain, checking carbon
and prepping for a
|

from the future.

@ Health formula

responses to climate,.
ellbeing goals. What kind of tasks do
ou think a Sustainable Lifestyles
ht have?

© Repair leaflet
This public information flyer outlines
the three paths of Korjaa+: repair,
refurbish, replace. Based on circular
economy principles, the system

lues longevity. material traceability,
and transparency. Where price finally
favours the right to repair which
path would you chot

@ Council meeting‘

U

0 Koti AT

ilt-in hou
ks carbon emi

rbon budgets, and monitorir
els to help make sustainable

@ Pantry itcmi

wit is made, \haps~
the world we live in

@ Furniture log

ST
arity and emotional
durability, so are maintained
lued over generations

hool work
vorkl
(Living Systems), a subject
co-taught by elders. It blends nature
d education, asking students to
understand ecosystems and their role
in planetary health.
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Learnings about the impact of the methodology

1. Emotional
engagement with
sustainable future

Positive future images
presented in realistic everyday
contexts evoke hopefulness and
provide potential for behavioral
change

2. Contextual
understanding of the
future possibilities

Telling the story of positive future
images with tactile everyday

objects can foster new awareness,

by translating the complex
systemic transformations into
relatable and meaningful lived
experiences

3. Stronger potential for
co-creation of the future

Emotional and contextual
connection can enable more
inclusive and democratic
participation in the discussion of
the characteristics of the future
systems
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Challenges within traditional policy

Gap and fatigue of positive futures
Exclusion of voices and perspectives
Silo perspectives

Not enough agility in thinking that could allow
transcending the present day political constraints

Challenges in communicating complexity

Stuck in a theoretical level

>

>

Citizen side is dismissed in the policy level discussions »

By
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CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE RECOMMENDATIONS

Potential of Experiential Futures approach

Connecting high level and tangible near future solutions
Engagement and participation of new audiences
Representation of a systemic change

Radically different futures and policy relevant transition work
that is brought into tangible level and new audiences

Relevant, human-centric everyday contextualization
Generates emotional responses and behavioral change
Showcases and promotes citizen agency
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Reflections
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Desirable for Who designs?
whom?

Always
political

Impact?



Other examples of experiential futures

European Commission:
EU Policy Lab
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Vinnova
& Sodersjukhuset

Center for
Preventative Care


https://comingofage2040.com/
https://preventionsmottagningen.se/

Connection to policy-making?

e Provoke conversations and bring
In new perspectives / invite
reflection and debate

e Expand knowledge and pre-test
policy for impact

e Support democracy
e Drive hope and social imagination

e What if..? Explore alternatives

IGF Citizen Panel family photo
European Commission

EU Intergenerational Fairness Strategy
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Experiential futures and policy process?

h Examples of different types of policies
City Strategy or

1. Problem Latvia
identification Government Programme

2050
strategy

Ministry of Environment
Strategy 2035

Sustainability panel
policy brief to government

National food strategy
2040

New law
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Questions and discussion

e Where could experiential futures sit
Inside policymaking processes?

e What would you prototype next — and
with/for whom?



