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Futures mundane is an oxymoron, because the future is by nature 
nothing but mundane. Future is something calling for us to 
reimagine today’s world in a radical way. Mundane is about 

reminding us how all meaningful change is a journey, a systems 
transition, that transforms completely the way things are done 
today. And arriving in the future, it all feels mundane - like we 

should have been doing all along.
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Limits of traditional foresight

● Too abstract

● Boring (too distant from 
everyday life)

● Expert-centric

● Low emotional engagement

● Weak sense of agency
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The experiential gulf

Reference: Candy, S. & Dunagan J. 2016

Abstract

Concrete
Objects

Experiences 

Scenarios

Setting

The experiential gulf



Participatory futures
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Participation Inclusion Democracy

Collective 
imagination Hope Agency

Futures literacy Futures power

Reflect Behaviour change Identity



Objects as glimpses of systems

“Synecdoche”
by Dunne & Raby 

in Speculative Everything, 2013



Fictional experiences 
influence real decision-making



Case study





Positive futures
Widening participation



Futures Prototyping

Process

GAP 
ANALYSIS

3 POSITIVE 
FUTURE 
VISIONS

FUTURE 
VOYAGE
(digital 

simulation)

HUONE 
2050 

(physical 
installation)



Gap analysis

● Changes needed in institutional or 
economic structures

● The interdependencies between 
societal development and technical 
solutions

● Citizens are seen as users of 
solutions instead of societal 
influencers driving the sustainability 
transformation.



Three future visions

True-cost 
economy

Planetary 
rules

Sustainability 
awareness 
revolution



Working with the Sustainability Panel

Combining visions and identifying tensions Mapping transition pathway with Berkana two loops



Inspired by Derk Loorbach et al (2007); Cassie Robinson (2019); Berkana Institute (2022)
 



Future voyage5 days

15 min per day

100 
political leaders, 
NGO leaders, 
business leaders

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Rr5wKRaU1shsbS9CKFOBhHs2MCcF9IVA/preview


Sketch by Savannah Vize
Huone 2050 booklet







Physical 
objects 

Immersion

All senses

Everyday 
life

Family home in 2050
- Who lives here?









Learnings about the impact of the methodology

1. Emotional 
engagement with 
sustainable future

Positive future images 
presented in realistic everyday 
contexts evoke hopefulness and 
provide potential for behavioral 
change

2. Contextual 
understanding of the 
future possibilities

Telling the story of positive future 
images with tactile everyday 
objects can foster new awareness, 
by translating the complex 
systemic transformations into 
relatable and meaningful lived 
experiences

3. Stronger potential for 
co-creation of the future 

Emotional and contextual 
connection can enable more 
inclusive and democratic 
participation in the discussion of 
the characteristics of the future 
systems



Challenges within traditional policy  Potential of Experiential Futures approach  

Gap and fatigue of positive futures

Exclusion of voices and perspectives

Silo perspectives

Not enough agility in thinking that could allow 
transcending the present day political constraints 

Challenges in communicating complexity

Stuck in a theoretical level

Citizen side is dismissed in the policy level discussions

Connecting high level and tangible near future solutions

Engagement and participation of new audiences

Representation of a systemic change

Radically different futures and policy relevant transition work 
that is brought into tangible level and new audiences

Relevant, human-centric everyday contextualization

Generates emotional responses and behavioral change

Showcases and promotes citizen agency

CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE RECOMMENDATIONS



Team behind Room 2050
Iines Reinikainen, Anni Leppänen, 

Zeynep Falay von Flittner, 
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Kirsi Hakio & Iina Santamäki.



Reflections 

Desirable for 
whom?

Always 
political

Who designs?

Impact?
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Other examples of experiential futures

European Commission: 
EU Policy Lab

Futures garden 

valokuva: Juhani Sibakov

VTT

Eat the future 

Vinnova
& Södersjukhuset

Center for  
Preventative Care 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https://comingofage2040.com/
https://preventionsmottagningen.se/


Connection to policy-making?

● Provoke conversations and bring 
in new perspectives / invite 
reflection and debate

● Expand knowledge and pre-test 
policy for impact

● Support democracy

● Drive hope and social imagination

● What if…? Explore alternatives

IGF Citizen Panel family photo
European Commission

EU Intergenerational Fairness Strategy
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Experiential futures and policy process?

Policy 
cycle

5.
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4. Policy 
enactment

3. S
tra

tegy & 

policy 

development

1. Problem 
identification 

2. Policy 

analysis

National food strategy 
2040

Examples of different types of policies 

Ministry of Environment 
Strategy 2035

Sustainability panel 
policy brief to government

City Strategy or 
Government Programme

New law

Latvia 
2050 

strategy
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Questions and discussion

● Where could experiential futures sit 
inside policymaking processes?

● What would you prototype next — and 
with/for whom?
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